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Proclaiming the Truth by Works
Acts 19:11-21
I. Stunning Signs – 19:11-12
“Now ﻿﻿God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul,”
Reminder: Sign miracles are not God’s normal way of communicating with mankind.
There are three periods of sign miracles in the Bible.
1450 BC - Moses – His successor-Joshua – then they ceased.

850   BC - Elijah – His successor–Elisha – then they ceased.
30 Jesus - His successors – Apostles –         then what?
God expects people to hear His Word and believe it.
Question: What is that called? Answer: Faith.

Proof: 
Hebrews 11:6 
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewards those who diligently seek Him. 

II Cor. 5:7 
﻿“For ﻿﻿we walk by faith, not by sight.
Problem: Jesus brought a new revelation. He did not write it down. He wrote only one time – 

John 8:5 [the woman caught in adultery] …Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, ﻿﻿…
What did He right? John doesn’t tell us.
Q. How are His people going to learn the revelation that He brought?
A. He made provision for it to be written down.
﻿John 14:26﻿
“But ﻿﻿the ﻿﻿Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will ﻿﻿send in My name, ﻿﻿He will teach you all things, and (John 16:13) He will guide you (pl.) into all truth – [The Epistles], and bring to your ﻿﻿remembrance all things that I said to you – [Gospels] 

(John 16:13)

“He will tell you things to come”. Prophecy – 1 and 2 Thess, Revelation
That took about 40 years [AD.70] or 55 years [AD.95]. Until then, they depended on oral communication.

Q. How did they know that the person speaking was giving them the Word of God? 
A. the “signs of an Apostle” II Cor. 12:12
Paul had to defend himself against those who said that he was not an apostle.
I Cor. 9:1
“Am ﻿﻿I not an apostle? Am I not free? ﻿﻿Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? [See Acts 1:22]﻿﻿ Are you not my work in the Lord? 

﻿﻿Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and ﻿﻿wonders and mighty ﻿﻿deeds - 2 Cor. 12:12.
A. Power over Space – 19:12a

“﻿﻿so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick,”
Paul was not there with the sick person. Space didn’t matter.
handkerchiefs – Σουδάρια - Note: these were face-cloths for wiping sweat from his face as he worked. 
Aprons – σιμικίνθια - Paul wore them as he worked. Paul’s sweat was still on there.
They did not take a clean bolt of cloth and cut it into squares and have Paul sign them and mail them out to the entire mailing list.
These objects had no magical power. They were merely symbols of God’s power through His Spirit-filled apostle. They took them from Paul’s body and took them directly to the sick people. 
B. Power over Sickness – 19:12b
“and the diseases left them”
Literally: They were released from the disease, or the diseases were released from them. Paul’s God had power over all sickness
C. Power over Spirits – 19:12c
“and the evil spirits went out of them”
This positive incident is a way of introducing the negative incident in the next section. 
II. Specious Signs – 19:13-17
A. Tricky Sons of Sceva – 19:13-14

1. The Names Invoked – 19:13 
“Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists ﻿﻿took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying,”
We ﻿﻿exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul ﻿﻿preaches. They were vagabond Jews going about making money on the ignorance of the people. They didn’t even know who Jesus was. Their knowledge about Him was second-hand.

2. The Notables Implicated – 19:14
“Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so.”
This “chief priest” may have simply claimed to be a chief priest and Luke was just recording his boast. Or, he was really a chief priest whose sons had gone astray into exorcism. In any case, he is implicated by their actions.
B. Terrifying Sons of Satan – 19:15-17


1. The Testimony of the Evil Spirit – 19:15
“And the evil spirit answered and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” 

“Jesus I know” - γινώσκω - by experience. They knew better than mess with Him.
“Paul I know” ἐπίσταμαι – know by observation. They knew that Paul was totally dependent on Jesus. We won’t mess with him either.

“But who are you?”
It is dangerous to dabble in the spirit realm in your own power and authority. Fortune telling, Ouija board, astrology- especially now!

Remember the warning of Jude vv. 8-10
﻿﻿﻿“Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and ﻿﻿speak evil of ﻿﻿dignitaries. Yet Michael the archangel, in ﻿﻿contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him (the devil) a reviling accusation, but said, ﻿﻿“The Lord rebuke you!” ﻿﻿But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves.”
Don’t go in there without being in perfect fellowship with Jesus and by His instructions.
2. The Terror of the would-be Exorcists – 19:16

“Then the man, in whom the evil spirit was, leaped on them, ﻿﻿overpowered them, and prevailed against ﻿﻿them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.”
The odds were 7 to 1 in favor of the Jewish vagabonds, but they lost in a landslide. They ran away naked and wounded. The result was shameful and painful.
Possessed men often are given great strength by the demons. Like the man in Mark 5 – 
“unclean spirit, who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind ﻿﻿him, not even with chains, because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And the chains had been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither could anyone tame him.”
3. The Triumph of the Gospel – 19:17
“When this became known to all residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks, everyone was awestruck; and the name of the Lord Jesus was praised. [NRSV]
This entire event was a microcosm of God’s entire dealing with the devil and his army of fallen angels.
There is going to be one last battle with the devil and his forces. They are mighty and have been used to winning, at least for the last 2,000 years. This time they will meet the One Who is Almighty. He will win with one word out of His mouth. We’ll be there and we will be awestruck by this sudden and decisive victory.
Then, according to Phil. 2 
“at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and ﻿﻿that every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
III. Sacred Signs – 19.18-22 
A. Public Proof of the Spread of the Gospel – 19:18-20

1. Many became Believers – 19:18a
“And many who had believed [kept coming]”
Believing the miracle did not save them. The miracle simply proved that the salvation message that Paul preached was true. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved” they believed in that name and received eternal life.

2. Many became Disciples – 19:18b -19
Believers and disciples are not the same thing!
a. Admitting their Sinful Life – 19:18b
“confessing and telling their deeds” -- They were confessing their sins.
b. Abandoning their evil life – 19:19
(1). It was Total – 19.19a
“Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all.”
They were abandoning their life of sin, making a complete break.
(2). It was tallied – 19.19b
“And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver.”

Some have tried to compare this number to today’s money and culture. My conclusion is that it is a lot of money.
3. The Word of the Lord Grew Mightily – 19:20
“﻿﻿So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.”
You can imagine the affect that this had on this city. This was a public display and the word got around quickly. We don’t have to prove the Word every time, just “loose it and let it go.”
B. Private Plans for the Spread of the Gospel – 19:21-22

Plan your work and work your plan. How and where will you be serving the Lord? Six months from now - 2 years – 5years? Unless something changes, it will probably be just like it is now.
1. The source of the plan – 19:21a
“When these things were accomplished, Paul ﻿﻿purposed in the Spirit, 

The key to Paul’s plan was “in the Spirit” He had the leading of the Holy Spirit on this matter. As he usually did.

2. The Details of the Plan – 19:21b
a. The six month plan – 19:21b
“when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia,”
He planned to return to Corinth. {Acts does not record that: He had already written one letter (now lost) to Corinth condemning fornication - I Cor. 5:9. He visited there -- II Cor. 2:1; 12:14; 13:1}
b. The two year plan – 19:21c
“to go to Jerusalem” -- He won’t get to Jerusalem until he finishes his work at Corinth.
c. The five year plan – 19:21d
“After I have been there, I must also see Rome.”
Paul had Rome on his mind. But the Holy Spirit had not allowed that yet. He wanted to go to Asia on his second mission trip. He got there on the third. He doesn’t realize that he was going to Rome by way of Jerusalem. And Caesar was going to pay for the trip.
Conclusion:

There were many works in this passage - Stunning signs - Spurious signs - Sacred signs.
As we have seen, we should not expect the stunning signs. They were for a period when the Word of the New Testament had not been completed.
I Cor. 13:9-10
﻿﻿“For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is ﻿﻿complete [knowledge and prophecy] has come, then that which is in part will be done away.”
Verse 8 partial revelation


Verse 10 complete revelation





Verse 12 full knowledge
We do not want to see the Spurious (false) signs.
We need to see the Sacred signs: People believing and receiving eternal life -- Believers confessing and forsaking their sins -- Then the Word of the Lord will grow mightily and prevail.
